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indexed. Not illustrated. 1904 Excerpt: .and | desire an expression of opinion as to the cause of this anomalous
condition. Climate cannot be accused, as sterility was of as rare occurrence among the sturdy colonists in the
early days of the settlements as it now is among the French immigrants in Canada, who are as fruitful as were
the early Americans, and look upon childlessness as a disgrace. Gonorrhea is perhaps the most frequent of the
many causes which have been assigned for barrenness of marriage, but to me it would appear that one and all
signify but little in comparison with the wilful interference with the processes of nature by husband and wife, a
voluntary and instrumental sterility direct and indirect. 1. Direct, by methods taken for the prevention of
conception, and when these fail, by criminal methods of abortion. 2. Indirect, actual sterility induced by
methods of prevention resorted to in the earlier years of married life when children were not wanted.
Interference with the normal performance of the sexual act serves not alone to prevent the natural sequence of
marriage, conception, but soon disturbs healthy functional activity, so that invalidism and sterility follow in the
wake of this all too popular practice. The time has come for a serious discussion of this question which has so
long been a noli me tangcre that has been but gingerly touched upon, if mentioned at all, and in the security of
seclusion, these vicious means of prevention and criminal methods of...
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