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John Gower s book of old stories is here at last made current
among Englishmen of every degree. The first way of its wider
diffusion was by recitation of the story-tellers. It was their
business to give pleasures of imagination to the people through
their ears, when even the few who could read would also listen
with enjoyment to a tale recited with dramatic energy. When the
play of Pericles brought one of Gower s tales upon our stage in
Shakespeare s time, John Gower himself was supposed to speak
its Prologue in his chosen measure of eight-syllabled verse. His
words then recalled to mind the old way of reciting as well as
reading. The actor who, dressed as Gower, came before the
people, said to them: - To sing a song that old was sung, From
ashes ancient Gower is come; Assuming man s infirmities To
glad your ear and please your eyes. It hath been sung at
festivals, On ember...
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R eviews

Absolutely essential read publication. it absolutely was writtern very completely and valuable. It is extremely di?icult to
leave it before concluding, once you begin to read the book.
-- Sa r a i Lebsa ck     

Thorough guide for book enthusiasts. I am quite late in start reading this one, but better then never. Your lifestyle span
will be transform when you total reading this article book.
-- Lindsey La r son   
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