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Address Before the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, Tuesday Evening, Feb, 23, 1869 It has been said that
History is Philosophy teaching by example, and from the history of nations past and present, without respect to
geographical location, form of government or the operation of mere physical causes, certain important and
invariable principles, so general as to have became inherent and controlling laws in shaping and directing the
current progress and final destiny of nations, are educed and established. The diligent and interested explorer
among the sparse and doubtful materials, exhumed from the buried and forgotten past, as among the
superabundant and confused mass of facts and events of later and remembered times, cannot but have
discovered the existence of these immutable principles, the knowledge of which casts so much light upon the
otherwise dark and mysterious mazes of history. The moral, intellectual and physical qualities and
manifestations constitute individual and personal character. These qualities and manifestations when
aggregated and controlled by the domestic, social and political relations, constitute the character of society
and the state. The first is Biography, the latter History. It is not good for man to be alone, is a Divine decree. To
be solitary, is to be selfish. To be exiled or imprisoned from human society, is the direst punishment that can be
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